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Dear Ms Woodhead, Ms Smith-Morgan and Ms Smyth 

 

Supporting children and young people with Spinal Muscular Atrophy at 

school 

 

We are writing in response to your letter of 10 June 2022. We hope that you will 

accept our apology for the delay in responding. 

  

We are sorry to read of the difficulties faced by children and young people with 

Spinal Muscular Atrophy and their families, described in your letter. As you will know, 

every local authority has a statutory responsibility to ensure that children and young 

people with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) have access to 

provision that meets their needs. Local authorities should also provide independent 

advice and support to families of children and young people with SEND. While we 

see Local Authorities continue to work with their local health partners to secure the 

relevant health services, we are conscious from both our Education and Social Care 

Recovery work that access to children’s health services, including therapies, is not 

yet fully back to pre-Covid levels. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Clive House 
70 Petty France 

London 

SW1H 9EX 

 

T 0300 123 1231 
Textphone 0161 618 8524 
enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk  
www.gov.uk/ofsted   

  

yvette.stanley@ofsted.gov.uk  
christopher.russell@ofsted.gov.uk  

mailto:m.regan@musculardystrophyuk.org
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:yvette.stanley@ofsted.gov.uk
mailto:christopher.russell@ofsted.gov.uk


 

 

 

As the Education and Children’s Social Care Inspectorate, our inspection frameworks, 

of course, focus on education and care provision. Children and young people with 

SEND are integral to our work, across both education and care provision, and are 

always a focus of every inspection we carry out. This is reflected in our inspection 

frameworks and the ‘School inspection handbook’, which specifically looks at 

provision for children and young people with SEND.  

 

When inspecting a school, inspectors will look at the experiences of pupils with SEND 

and how the school is working with other agencies to ensure that the support they 

need is appropriate and aligned with the Equality Act 2010 and the SEND code of 

practice. Paragraph 243 of our ‘School inspection handbook’ provides more detail on 

this.1 Part 3 of the handbook also has a specific section which sets out how we apply 

the framework to provision for pupils with SEND in both mainstream and special 

schools.  

 

The Social Care Common Inspection Framework (SCCIF) for residential special 

schools specifically looks at the quality of individualised care and support provided, 

and the influence and impact of the school on children’s progress and experiences.2 

Inspectors also make a judgement about the progress children make in relation to 

their health. 

 

Ofsted is also currently working closely with the Care Quality Commission (CQC), 

with support from the Department for Education (DfE) and the Department of Health 

and Social Care (DHSC), to develop a new area SEND inspection framework. These 

inspections will evaluate how effectively the whole local area, including early years 

settings, schools, further education providers and specialist health and care services 

meet their responsibilities to identify disabled children and young people, meet their 

needs, and improve their outcomes. 

  

We are currently consulting on this new framework, engaging with the sector, 

children and young people, and parents and carers. The consultation is available on 

the Ofsted website on this link: www.gov.uk/government/consultations/a-new-

approach-to-area-send-inspections.  

 

I would encourage your participation in the consultation, which closes on 11 

September 2022. We would very much welcome your views on our proposals. 

  

 
1 ‘School inspection handbook’, Ofsted, 2022; www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-

inspection-handbook-eif.  
2 ‘Social care common inspection framework’, Ofsted, 2021; 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/social-care-common-inspection-framework-sccif.  
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If the system is to work better for children with complex health needs, it is also vital 

that the Health assurance and regulatory and inspection regimes hold Health 

commissioners and providers to account. To that end, Ofsted is also working closely 

with the CQC, the DfE and the DHSC to support the work that NHS England is 

leading in two areas. One is focusing on support for children who have very complex 

needs, and the other is considering the organisation of clinical support in schools for 

children with long term conditions and disabilities. If you would like to talk with 

Ofsted’s social care representative who attends those meetings, we are able to 

arrange that. 

  

In your letter you raise concerns about funding for children with SEND. I am unable 

to address these concerns, as the responsibility for funding rests with the DfE. As 

such, I suggest you raise your concerns directly with the Department.  

  

I hope this response reassures you of the importance of SEND in all the work that we 

do and sheds some light on the work we are doing, within our particular role and 

remit. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Yvette Stanley    Christopher Russell HMI 

National Director    National Director 

Regulation and Social Care Policy  Education 


